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PREFETCH CONTROL IN A DATA PROCESSING SYSTEM 

Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a data processing system, and 
5 more particularly, to prefetch control within a data processing system. 

Related Art 

Prefetching is commonly used to access information within a 
10 data processing system. By prefetching information in advance of a 
request for that information, the latency caused by accessing the 
information requested by the bus master may be reduced. However, in 
typical prefetching schemes a number of prefetches are wasted since 
the bus master may not request access to the prefetched information. 
15 Another disadvantage of general prefetching schemes is that the 
prefetch limit control provided by such systems is based on a fixed 
policy, allowing less flexibility and control. Therefore, a need exists 
for a method of prefetching that reduces the number of prefetches that 
are wasted, resulting in a reduced amount of power consumption and 
20 an optimization of data processor performance. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 

The present invention is illustrated by way of example and not 
5 limited by the accompanying figures, in which like references indicate 
similar elements, and in which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates, in block diagram form, a data processing 
system in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 illustrates, in block diagram form, a control register of the 
10 data processing system of FIG. 1 , in accordance with one embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 illustrates, in block diagram form, prefetch counters of 
the data processing system of FIG. 1, in accordance with one 
embodiment of the present invention; 
15 FIG. 4 illustrates, in table form, field descriptions of the control 

register of FIG. 2 in accordance with one embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 5 illustrates, in flow diagram form, operation of the data 
processing system of FIG. 1 in accordance with one embodiment of the 
20 present invention. 

Skilled artisans appreciate that elements in the figures are 
illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not necessarily been 
drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of some of the elements 
in the figures may be exaggerated relative to other elements to help 
25 improve the understanding of the embodiments of the present 
invention. 
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Detailed Description of the Drawings 
As used herein, the term "bus" is used to refer to a plurality of 
signals or conductors which may be used to transfer one or more 
various types of information, such as data, addresses, control, or status. 
5 The conductors as discussed herein may be illustrated or described in 
reference to being a single conductor, a plurality of conductors, 
unidirectional conductors, or bidirectional conductors. However, 
different embodiments may vary the implementation of the conductors. 
For example, separate unidirectional conductors may be used rather 

10 than bidirectional conductors and vice versa. Also, plurality of 
conductors may be replaced with a single conductor that transfers 
multiple signals serially or in a time multiplexed manner. Likewise, 
single conductors carrying multiple signals may be separated out into 
various different conductors carrying subsets of these signals. 

15 Therefore, many options exist for transferring signals. 

One embodiment of the present invention relates to dynamically 
controlling the number of sequential prefetch operations in order to 
prevent wasted prefetches. For example, by limiting the number of 
sequential prefetches performed after a buffer miss, the performance 

20 and power consumption of the memory control unit can be optimized. 
In one embodiment, limiting the number of sequential prefetches is 
accomplished by using a set of prefetch buffers, a control register, and 
prefetch counters, all of which will be further described below. In 
another embodiment, a software programmable control scheme is 

25 provided which allows for dynamic control of the number of sequential 
prefetch operations between buffer misses and may be preprogrammed 
by the user based upon the properties of the requesting master. For 
example, within a central processing unit (CPU) instructions are 
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typically executed sequentially until a change of flow instruction or an 
exception is reached, which causes a discontinuity in sequential 
execution. The number of instructions executed sequentially is 
dependent upon the CPU and is a function of the type of application 
5 program being executed. Some applications show extended sequential 
execution, while others behave more erratically, with frequent change 
of flow events. Therefore, depending on the application, the desired 
number of prefetches may differ. In another embodiment, a DMA 
master is provided in which transfers occur sequentially until an end- 

10 of- transfer or a channel switch occurs. For this example, long 

sequences are expected and the prefetch limit corresponding to the 
DMA master can be adjusted accordingly. By selectively controlling 
the number of prefetches within a data processing system, wasted 
prefetches, which consume excess power and result in lower 

15 performance, can be prevented. 

One embodiment of the present invention relates to a data 
processing system including a master, storage circuitry coupled to the 
master, a control storage circuit which stores a prefetch limit, a 
prefetch buffer, and prefetch circuitry coupled to the control storage 

20 circuit, prefetch buffer, and storage circuitry. In one embodiment, the 
prefetch circuitry selectively prefetches a predetermined number of 
lines from the storage circuitry into the prefetch buffer, wherein the 
prefetch limit controls the number of prefetches that occur between 
misses in the prefetch buffer. 

25 Another embodiment of the present invention relates to a 

method for performing prefetch in a data processing system. A 
plurality of access requests from a master to access storage circuitry is 
received and a prefetch limit is used to limit a number of prefetches 
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performed between misses in a prefetch buffer resulting from at least a 
portion of the plurality of access requests. In one embodiment of the 
present invention a prefetch control circuit is provided to store the 
prefetch limit. 

5 Yet another embodiment of the present invention relates to a 

method for performing a prefetch in a data processing system in which 
a read request from a master to access storage circuitry is received and 
it is determined whether the read request results in a hit or a miss in a 
prefetch buffer. In one embodiment, if the read request results in a hit, 

10 a prefetch is selectively performed of a predetermined number of lines 
from the storage circuitry into the prefetch buffer based at least in part 
on a prefetch counter reaching a first value. In one embodiment, if the 
read request results in a miss, a demand fetch is performed in response 
to the read request and the prefetch counter is set to a second value. 

15 FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of data processing system 10. 

Data processing system 10 includes a master 12 (also referred to as an 
interconnect master 12), a master 14 (also referred to as an 
interconnect master 14), a memory array controller 36, a system 
interconnect 22, I/O circuitry 16, a peripheral 18, other slaves 20, and a 

20 memory array 35. Master 12 is bidirectionally coupled to system 

interconnect 22 via conductors 48, master 14 is bidirectionally coupled 
to system interconnect 22 via conductors 50, I/O circuitry is 
bidirectionally coupled to system interconnect 22 via conductors 52, 
peripheral 18 is bidirectionally coupled to system interconnect 22 via 

25 conductors 54, other slaves 20 is bidirectionally coupled to system 
interconnect 22 via conductors 56, and memory array controller 36 is 
bidirectionally coupled to system interconnect 22 via conductors 24. 
Conductors 24 include conductors for communicating a master 
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identifier 26, address/data 27, a R/W signal 28, a burst signal 30, an 
instruction/data signal 32, and other signals 34. Memory array 
controller 36 includes a control register 38, request monitor 43, 
prefetch circuitry 40, prefetch counters 41, and buffer 42 (also referred 
5 to as prefetch buffers), and is bidirectionally coupled to memory array 
35 via conductors 33. Control register 38 is coupled to request 
monitor 43 and prefetch circuitry 40, which is coupled to buffer 42 and 
prefetch counters 41. Buffer 42 includes a buffer 44 and a buffer 46. 
Although only one peripheral 18 is illustrated in FIG. 1, data 

10 processing system 10 may include any number of peripherals coupled 
to system interconnect 22. Likewise, any number of masters and 
slaves may be coupled to system interconnect 22 and are not limited to 
those shown in FIG. 1 . Note also that in one embodiment, all of data 
processing system 10 may be located on a single integrated circuit or 

15 within a same device. Alternatively, data processing system 10 may 
include any number of separate integrated circuits or separate devices 
interconnected with each other. For example, in one embodiment, the 
memory and memory controller (such as, for example, memory array 
35 and memory array controller 36) may be located on one or more 

20 integrated circuits, separate from the rest of data processing system 10. 

In one embodiment, bus master 12 and bus master 14 may be 
processors capable of executing instructions, such as microprocessors, 
digital signal processors, etc., or may be any other type of interconnect 
master, such as direct memory access (DMA) circuitry or debug 

25 circuitry. Peripheral 18 may be any type of peripheral, such as a 

universal asynchronous receiver transmitter (UART), a real time clock 
(RTC), a keyboard controller, etc. Note that other slaves 20 may 
include any type of interconnect slaves, such as, for example, a 
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memory accessible by masters 12 and 14, as well as any type of 
peripheral which resides on the system bus, including the same types 
of peripherals as peripheral 18. I/O circuitry 16 may include any type 
of I/O circuitry which receives or provides information external to data 
5 processing system 10. 

In the illustrated embodiment, memory array controller 36 and 
memory array 35 correspond to another slave coupled to system 
interconnect 22. Note that in alternate embodiments, memory array 35 
can include any number of arrays. Note also, in alternate 
10 embodiments, memory array 35 may be referred to as storage circuitry 
35. Memory array 35 may be located on a same integrated circuit as 
masters 12 and 14 or on a separate integrated circuit. Furthermore, 
memory array 35 may be any type of memory, such as, for example, a 
read only memory (ROM), a random access memory (RAM), non- 
15 volatile memory (e.g. Flash), etc. Also, memory array 35 may be a 
memory or other storage located within another peripheral or slave. 

System interconnect 22 interconnects master 12, master 14, I/O 
circuitry 16, peripheral 18, other slaves 20, and memory array 
controller 36. In one embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 1, system 
20 interconnect 22 is implemented as a system bus operating according to 
a system bus protocol. Alternatively, system interconnect 22 can be 
implemented using interconnect circuitry, such as, for example, 
switching circuitry, which routes information between the various 
devices. 

25 In operation, masters 12 and 14 request access of system 

interconnect 22 to request access to other slaves 20, to peripherals 18, 
or to memory array 35 via memory array controller 36. A requesting 
master can provide an access request, via system interconnect 22, to 
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memory array controller 36. The access request can be, for example, a 
read request or a write request for either data or instructions. Memory 
array controller 36, in response to a read access request, provides the 
requested information (data or instructions) back to the requesting 
5 master via system interconnect 22. Note that the read access request 
from a requesting master may also be referred to as a demand fetch. 

In one embodiment, for an access request, a master identifier 26 
is provided to memory array controller 36 which identifies which 
master is requesting the current access. R/W signal 28 is also provided 

10 to memory array controller 36 to indicate whether the current access 
request is for a read or a write type of access. Burst signal 30 is 
provided to memory array controller 36 to indicate whether the current 
access request is a burst or a non-burst type of access. 
Instruction/data signal 32 is provided to memory array controller 36 to 

1 5 indicate whether the current access request is for an instruction or data. 
Memory array controller 36 also receives address information 
corresponding to the current access request and provides the requested 
information via address/data 27. Any other signals needed to 
communicate to and from memory array controller 36 may be provided 

20 within other signals 34. In other embodiments, some or all of master 
identifier 26, R/W signal 28, burst signal 30, instruction/data signal 32, 
and other signals 34 may not be present. 

In one embodiment, prefetch circuitry 40 may prefetch 
information from memory array 35 into buffer 42, such as buffer 44 

25 and buffer 46. Therefore, in response to a read access request from a 
requesting master, memory array controller 36 may be able to provide 
the requested information from buffer 42 (if the information was 
already prefetched) rather than having to fetch the information from 
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memory array 35, which generally has a longer access time as 
compared to buffer 42. In one embodiment, prefetch circuitry includes 
tag portions (not shown) corresponding to each of buffers 44 and 46, 
and comparison circuitry (not shown) in order to determine whether 
5 the information being requested in a current access request is already 
located in one of buffers 44 and 46. For example, prefetch circuitry 
can compare the incoming address corresponding to the current access 
request via address/data 27 with the tag portions to determine whether 
or not the information has already been prefetched. If the information 

10 has not been prefetched, memory array controller 36 can provide the 
requested information from memory array 35. 

In the illustrated embodiment, two buffers are illustrated (buffer 
44 and buffer 46). However, in alternate embodiments, buffer 42 may 
include any number (one or more) of buffers. In one embodiment, 

15 prefetch circuitry may prefetch information from memory array 35 into 
one of buffers 44 and 46 while providing information to a requesting 
master from another one of buffers 44 and 46. That is, the use of more 
than one buffer allows for a prefetch to memory array 35 to occur at 
least partially simultaneously with servicing an access request from a 

20 requesting master. 

Since providing information from buffer 42 has a reduced access 
time as compared to accessing memory array 35 for responding to an 
access request from a requesting master, it is desirable to prefetch 
information from memory array 35 into buffer 42 that will 

25 subsequently be requested. However, note that prefetching is 

speculative in that it is uncertain whether the prefetched information 
will actually be requested by a master. For example, if the prefetched 
information is not subsequently requested, then the prefetch becomes a 
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wasted prefetch which consumes excess power and lowers 
performance. Therefore, one embodiment of the present invention 
controls prefetching of speculative data into buffer 42 utilizing prefetch 
counters 41 and control register 38 by limiting the number of 
5 prefetches between misses in buffer 42 for each master (such as 
masters 12 and 14). For example, one embodiment uses a control 
register to store a prefetch limit for each master such that the number 
of prefetches for each master is based on properties of the requesting 
master. In another embodiment, the control register may also be used 

10 to determine how many lines are prefetched during each prefetch, as 
will be discussed in more detail below. 

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment of control register 38, which 
includes a prefetch limit field for each master. For example, as 
illustrated in FIG. 2, control register 38 includes master 12 prefetch 

15 limit field 60 and master 14 prefetch limit field 62. In alternate 

embodiments, control register 38 may include more or less fields, as 
needed, to store the desired prefetch limits. Also note that control 
register 38 may be programmed via instructions from a master such as 
master 12 or master 14 which are coupled to system interconnect 22. 

20 The prefetch limit field values may be provided, for example, by a user 
or may be programmed at design time. 

In one embodiment, prefetch circuitry 40 is bidirectionally 
coupled to request monitor 43, which profiles access requests from one 
or more masters, such as master 12 or master 14, whose profiles may 

25 be used to dynamically update the prefetch limit. For example, request 
monitor 43 may monitor the number of accesses made to buffer 42 
between successive buffer misses and update or set the limits 
accordingly. In alternate embodiments, request monitor 43 can be 
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excluded from the data processing system 10 and the prefetch limit can 
be, for example, user programmable, or hardwired. 

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of prefetch counters 41, 
which includes a prefetch counter corresponding to each master. For 
5 example, in one embodiment, prefetch counters 41 include a prefetch 
counter 64 corresponding to master 12, and a prefetch counter 66 
corresponding to master 14. In an alternate embodiment, data 
processing system 10 may include a single prefetch counter per 
memory array controller (such as memory array controller 36) that is 

10 shared by one or more masters, such as master 12 or master 14. 
Prefetch counters 41 can alternatively be referred to as a counter, 
counters, or any other device (software or hardware) that operates 
similar to a counter. 

FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of the field definitions of 

15 control register 38 of FIG. 2. For example, in one embodiment, each 
of fields 60 and 62 are three-bit fields, where each field is capable of 
having 8 values (000, 001, 010, Oil, 100, 101, 110, and 111). In one 
embodiment of the field descriptions as described in FIG. 4, prefetch 
limit fields 60 and 62 are used to control the prefetch algorithm used 

20 by the prefetch circuitry. For example, prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 
define a limit on the maximum number of sequential prefetches which 
will be attempted between buffer misses for each corresponding 
master. Prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 may also be used to define how 
many lines are prefetched each time. 

25 For example, in the illustrated embodiment, a value of 000 

indicates that no prefetching is performed between access requests 
from a corresponding master that result in misses in buffer 42. That is, 
if master 12 prefetch limit field 60 is set to 000, then no prefetching 
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occurs between misses in buffer 42 caused by access requests from 
master 12. Similarly, if master 14 prefetch limit field 62 is set to 000, 
then no prefetching occurs between misses in buffer 42 caused by 
access requests from master 14. A value of 001 for prefetch limit 
5 fields 60 and 62 indicates that a single additional line (next sequential 
line in memory array 35) is prefetched on a buffer miss. A value of 
010 for prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 indicates that up to two 
additional lines may be prefetched following each buffer miss before 
prefetching is halted, where a single additional line (next sequential 
10 line in memory array 35) is prefetched on a buffer miss, and the next 
additional sequential line is prefetched on a buffer hit (if not already 
present). 

Still referring to the embodiment of FIG. 4, a value of 01 1 for 
prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 indicates that up to three additional lines 

15 may be prefetched following each buffer miss before prefetching is 

halted. That is, for example, a single prefetch may be initiated after the 
initial miss, and a single additional prefetch may be initiated after each 
subsequent buffer hit (up to a total of three single prefetches). A value 
of 100 for prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 indicates up to four additional 

20 lines may be prefetched following each buffer miss before prefetching 
is halted. That is, for example, a single prefetch may be initiated after 
the initial miss, and a single additional prefetch may be initiated after 
each subsequent buffer hit (up to a total of four single prefetches). A 
value of 101 for prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 indicates up to five 

25 additional lines may be prefetched following each buffer miss before 
prefetching is halted. That is, for example, a single prefetch may be 
initiated after the initial miss, and a single additional prefetch may be 
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initiated after each subsequent buffer hit (up to a total of five single 
prefetches). 

Still referring to the embodiment of FIG. 4, a value of 1 10 for 
prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 indicates an unlimited number of 
5 additional lines may be prefetched following each buffer miss. That is, 
for example, a single additional prefetch is initiated after each buffer 
hit or miss. (Note that in this embodiment, the value of 1 1 1 is reserved 
and is not being used to set a prefetch operation). In alternate 
embodiments, note that control register 38 may include more or less 

10 fields for each master utilizing more or less bits as needed. Also, 

alternate definitions of prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 may be applied 
as necessary to control prefetch circuitry 40. The use and definition of 
prefetch limit fields will be further described in reference to FIG. 5. 
FIG. 5 illustrates, in flow diagram form, operation of data 

15 processing system 10 in accordance with one embodiment of the 

present invention. Flow 70 begins with start 72 and proceeds to block 
74 where an access request from a master, such as master 12 or master 
14, is received. This access request can be many different types of 
access requests, such as a read request, a write request, a burst request, 

20 a non-burst request, a request for data, a request for instructions, etc. 
However, for ease of explanation herein, it will be assumed that the 
access request is a read request. 

Flow then proceeds to block 76 where the identity of the 
requesting master is determined using, for example, a master identifier 

25 as provided by master identifier 26 of FIG. 1. Accordingly, different 
masters may have different master identifiers, for example, master 12 
may have an identifier of 0 and master 14 may have an identifier of 1. 
Therefore, each master can be assigned a unique identifier. In an 

-13- 



SC12888TH Moyer 

alternate embodiment, some masters may share a same identifier. 
Also, note that in alternate embodiments, which master is requesting 
the access may be determined in different ways rather than by 
providing a signal such as master identifier 26. In one embodiment, the 
5 correct prefetch counter and corresponding prefetch limit can be 

selected from a plurality of prefetch counters and limits based upon the 
identity of the master identifier. 

Referring back to FIG. 5, flow then proceeds to decision 
diamond 78, where it is determined whether the access request results 

10 in a hit or miss. If the access request results in a miss, flow then 

proceeds to block 86, where the prefetch counter (one of the counters 
in prefetch counters 41) corresponding to the requesting master is set to 
the prefetch limit (e.g., indicated by one of the prefetch limit fields in 
control register 38) corresponding to the requesting master. This 

15 prefetch limit is used to control the number of prefetches between 

buffer misses of the requesting master. Flow then proceeds to block 88, 
where a single line demand fetch is performed in response to the 
current access request. Note that in alternate embodiments additional 
lines may be fetched during the demand fetch. 

20 Flow then proceeds to decision diamond 94 where it is 

determined whether the prefetch limit corresponding to the requesting 
master indicates "No Prefetching". (For example, in the embodiment of 
FIG. 4, no prefetching is indicated by a value of 000 for the 
corresponding prefetch limit field in control register 38.) If no 

25 prefetching is indicated, flow proceeds to ending oval 90. However, if 
no prefetching is not indicated, flow then proceeds to block 89, where 
a single line prefetch is performed and the prefetch counter 
corresponding to the requesting master is decremented if the single line 
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is not already in the prefetch buffer. Note that in alternate 
embodiments block 89 may not be present, i.e., a prefetch may not 
occur in response to a miss and hence the corresponding prefetch 
counter may not be updated. 
5 If the result at decision diamond 78 is a hit, flow then proceeds 

to decision diamond 96 where it is determined whether the prefetch 
limit corresponding to the requesting master indicates "No 
Prefetching". If no prefetching is indicated, flow proceeds to ending 
oval 90. Otherwise, if no prefetching is not indicated, flow then 

10 proceeds to decision diamond 80, where it is determined whether the 
prefetch counter corresponding to the requesting master has expired. If 
the prefetch counter has not expired, flow then proceeds to block 82. 
In block 82, a single line prefetch is performed and the prefetch 
counter corresponding to the requesting master is decremented if the 

15 single line is not already in the prefetch buffer, thus keeping track of 
the number of prefetches that have occurred since the last miss. Flow 
then proceeds to ending oval 90. 

Referring back to decision block 80, if the prefetch counter has 
expired, flow then proceeds to block 84, where no additional 

20 prefetching is performed. Therefore, even though another hit has 

occurred, no more prefetching occurs until the corresponding prefetch 
counter is again set to a prefetch limit in response to a miss in block 
86. Thus, in this manner, the prefetch limit may be used to limit the 
number of prefetches between buffer misses for a corresponding 

25 requesting master. Flow then proceeds to ending oval 90. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 5, the prefetch counter is 
decremented by a fixed value, for example, 1, to indicate a prefetch 
was performed (e.g., in blocks 82 and 89 of FIG.5). The prefetch 
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counter is considered expired when the value of the prefetch counter 
reaches its lower limit, in this case 0. In an alternate embodiment, the 
initial value of the prefetch counter may be set to 0 (such as in block 86 
of FIG. 5), and the prefetch counter may therefore be incremented by a 
5 fixed value, for example, 1, to indicate a prefetch was performed (such 
as in blocks 82 and 89 of FIG. 5). In this alternate embodiment, the 
prefetch counter is considered expired when the value of the counter 
reaches the corresponding prefetch limit. 

Note also that in the embodiment of FIG. 5, only a single 

10 additional line is fetched during each prefetch (such as in blocks 82 
and 89) as defined by the fields of FIG. 4. However, note that in an 
alternate embodiment, a predetermined number of lines (one or more) 
may be fetched during each prefetch (such as in blocks 82 and 89 of 
FIG. 5). That is, a predetermined number of lines may be prefetched in 

15 response to a hit, a miss, or both, if the lines are not already present in 
the prefetch buffer. Also, the corresponding prefetch counter may be 
decremented (or incremented) accordingly so as to keep track of the 
number of prefetches. Therefore, note that the prefetch limit fields 
such as prefetch limit fields 60 and 62 in control register 38 may be 

20 used to define a prefetch of any predetermined number of lines after 

each miss or hit or both (until the corresponding counter expires) rather 
that just a single additional line. 

As has been described above, a prefetch counter may be used for 
each master, however, in an alternate embodiment, a single counter 

25 may be shared by multiple masters. In this embodiment, a priority 

scheme may be used where, for example, the priority scheme may be 
programmed by the user as to which master takes control of the single 
counter. For example, master 14 may require use of the counter that is 
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currently being used by master 12 and if master 14 has priority over 
master 12, then master 12 can relinquish control of the counter to 
master 14. In this manner, multiple masters may share a single counter. 
Alternatively, the counter may be shared such that a prefetch limit may 
5 limit the number of prefetches between successive misses, regardless 
of the identity of the requesting master, rather than on a per master 
basis. In this alternate embodiment, the shared counter would be set 
(such as in block 86 of FIG. 5) each time a miss occurs, regardless of 
the identity of the requesting master. Similarly, decision diamond 80 

10 and blocks 82 and 89 of FIG. 5 would operate on this shared counter, 
regardless of the identity of the requesting master. Also note in yet 
another embodiment, multiple masters may share a prefetch limit in 
control register 38. 

When dealing with different types of masters in a data 

15 processing system it may be necessary to optimize performance of the 
memory control unit. Different types of masters execute and transfer 
instructions and data in various ways, therefore one can appreciate a 
prefetching limitation scheme that takes into account different access 
characteristics of the masters and limits the number of prefetches 

20 between misses, allowing for dynamic control of the sequential 

prefetches. For example, instructions in a CPU are typically performed 
sequentially until a change of flow has been reached, whereas, with a 
DMA, most transfers occur sequentially until an end-of -transfer or a 
channel switch occurs. Therefore the prefetch limit fields of the CPU 

25 and DMA may be set differently such that, for example, the DMA 

allows for a greater number of prefetches between misses as compared 
to the CPU. Thus, the prefetch limit fields can be programmed to take 
into account various differences between masters and to control the 
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number of prefetches that occur between successive misses, as was 
described above. That is, after the prefetch limit is reached, no further 
prefetching occurs until the next buffer miss, since the likelihood that a 
sequential prefetch will be used decreases as the number of sequential 
5 prefetches increases. Also, it can be appreciated how the prefetch limit 
fields may be used to control the number of lines prefetch in response 
to each hit or miss or both (prior to the prefetch limit being reached) in 
order to further reduce wasted prefetches. 

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been described 

10 with reference to specific embodiments. However, one of ordinary 
skill in the art appreciates that various modifications and changes can 
be made without departing from the scope of the present invention as 
set forth in the claims below. Accordingly, the specification and 
figures are to be regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive 

15 sense, and all such modifications are intended to be included within the 
scope of present invention. 

Benefits, other advantages, and solutions to problems have been 
described above with regard to specific embodiments. However, the 
benefits, advantages, solutions to problems, and any element(s) that 

20 may cause any benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become more 
pronounced are not to be construed as a critical, required, or essential 
feature or element of any or all the claims. The terms a or an, as used 
herein, are defined as one or more than one. The terms including 
and/or having, as used herein, are defined as comprising (i.e., open 

25 language). As used herein, the terms "comprises, " "comprising," or 
any other variation thereof, are intended to cover a non-exclusive 
inclusion, such that a process, method, article, or apparatus that 
comprises a list of elements does not include only those elements but 
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may include other elements not expressly listed or inherent to such 
process, method, article, or apparatus. 
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